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Urban  District  of  Holme. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer' 
of  Health  for  the  Year  1925. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  for  tlio 
year  1925,  I have  complied  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  this  report  is  in  conformity 
with  them. 

The  Urban  District  of  Holme  comprises  an 
area  of  3,46-1  acres,  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  Pennine  Ridge.  It  varies  in  altitude  from 
64Cft.  ( Che  ljottpm  of  Holinibanks)  to  1,718ft., 
the  highest  part,  of  the  ridge  on  the  Hudders- 
field-Woodhead  Read.  The  principal  collection 
of  houses  itself  is  the  village  of  Holme  itself 
— 970ft.  above  the  sea  level.  The  conformation 
of  the  land  is  rugged,  and  in  some  parts  very 
steep.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  village  and  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  district  there  is  grazing 
land,  but  the  higher  parts  which  fonn  the 
greater  portion  of  the  area,  the  land  is  moor- 
land. The  population  of  the  district  at  the 
1921  census  was  448,  and  is  now  estimated  at 
361.  The  number  of  families  is  one  hundred, 
the  Rateable  Value  £1,497,  and  the  sum  re- 
presented by  a penny  rate  £6  4s.  9d.  Tlieie 
are  104  inhabited  houses,  and  about  30  empty. 
Most  of  these  are,  'however,  dilapidated, 
though  some  of  them  could  be  made  habitable 
if  required.  Of  the  104  all  except  one  are  at 
a rental  of  under  £20.  Ninety-four  of  the 
houses  are  .supplied  with  water  from  the  Coun- 
cil’s mains,  and  80  are  coupled  to  the  Coun- 
cil’s sewers.  There  are  no  factories  or  work- 
shops in  the  district,  and  the  inhabitants  lor 
the  most  part  find  occupation  in  the  woollen 
mills  of  Holmfirth.  Hospital  accommodation 
for  accidents  is  provided  at  the  Holme  Valley 
Memorial  Hospital,  three  miles  away,  and  in- 
fectious diseases  are  taken  to  the  Colne  and 
Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Meltham. 
There  are  very  few  in  receipt  of  relief  from 
the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  water  supply 
consists  of  a covered  tank,  containing  about 
160,000  gallons  of  good  water,  which  conics 
from  a drift,  and  though  this  has  hitherto 
amply  supplied  the  needs  of  the  district,  the 
addition  of  a water  conveyancing  system  oi 
sewage,  when  fully  developed,  may  cause  a 
deficiency.  To  obviate  this,  the  Council  has  in 
hand  a scheme  for  increasing  the  water  sup 
p'y,  and  at  the  same  time  protecting  the 
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present  system  from  pollution.  At  present 
the  Council's  mains  supply  94  houses  with 
water.  Ten  are  dependent  on  private  sup- 
plies, which  are  numerous  in  the  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Year. 

No.  of 

Birth 

Hate 

No.  of 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths  Rate 
under  per  1000 

1921 

ilirths. 

8 

per  1000. 
23-0 

Heaths,  per  1000  1 yr.  Births. 

9 25  86  0 0 

1922 

4 

11-52 

9 

25*93 

0 0 

1923  .... 

9 

25*01 

6 

17  31 

1 111*1 

1924 

8 

22*47 

8 

22-47 

3 375 

1925 

8 

22  47 

0 

o-oo 

0 0 

Births. — There  have  been  8 births  regis- 
tered in  the  district  during  the  year;  four  of 
these  were  males,  and  four  females.  This 
gives  a birth-rate  of  24.37  per  1,000.  Last 
year  it  was  22.47  per  1,000.  In  1925  the 
birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  18.3  per  1,000.  There  were  no  illegitimate 
births  in  Holme  during  the  year. 

Deaths. — No  deaths  have  taken  place  during 
the  year. 

Tlie  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1925  was  12.2. 

Infant  Mortality.— There  has  been  no  in- 
fant mortality  during  the  year  under  report. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  are  entirely  free 
from  pollution,  except  what  flows  in  from 
the  land. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

T he  village  of  Holme  is  supplied  with  effi- 
cient drains,  consisting  of  earthenware  pipes 
properly  ventilated  with  shafts  and  manholes. 
The  sewage  is  collected  in  a settling  tank, 
the  clear  effluent  draining  on  land  specially 
used  for  the  purpose.  There  have  been  no 
complaints  of  nuisance  from  the  outfall  works. 
Eighty  houses  are  eounled  up  to  the  main 
sewer,  and  there  are  very  few,  if  any.  sinks 
that  are  not  disconnected.  There  has  been 
no  extension  of  the  sewage  scheme  during 
1925. 

CLOSET  A( COMMODATION. 

Sanitary  conveniences  are  of  two  kinds- 
midden  privies,  of  which  there  are  51,  and 
water  closets,  of  which  there  are  35.  Some 
of  the  privies  are  wrongly  constructed  and 
too  large.  There  are  no  privies  with  open 
middens.  Eight  new  closets  have  been  built 
during  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  whose 
employees  periodically  brush-clean  se  the 
streets  in  the  village;  once  a week  in  summer, 
less  frequently  in  whiter.  The  emptying  of 
the  privies  is  also  undertaken  by  t lie  Council, 
the  privies  being  emptied  in  rotation,  this 
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work.aniounting  to  about  60  loads,  which  are 
led  on  to  the  land  by  the  fanners.  There  are 
three  public  .ashbins  and  no  movable  ones. 
About  20  loads  of  refuse  were  carted  to  the 
tip  during  the  year.  The  estimated  cost  of 
emptying  the  privies  and  ashbins,  exclusive  of 
labour,  is  £6. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH 
CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  RYE- 
LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses,  tents,  vans, 
underground  sleeping-rooms,  or  offensive 
trades  in  the  district. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

There  have  been  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250) 
yards  of  bin.  earthenware  sewer  laid  during 
the  year,  and  part  of  the  sewers  have  been 
connected  to  Holmfirth  District  Council  Main 
Sewer. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  is  one  elementary  school  in  the  dis- 
trict , which  is  clean  and  well  kept.  The  water 
supply  is  satisfactory. 

FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. — There  are  16  cowkeepers  in  the 
district,  but  only  six  sell  more  than  a few 
gallons  per  day.  There  is  no  delivery  pf  milk, 
the  inhabitants  fetching  'it  when  required 
There  are  28  cow-sheds,  which  have  all  been 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  It  is  estimated  that  there  arc 
between  7(j  and  80  milch  cows  in  the  district 
The  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Older  of 
1918  gives  the  Council  power  to  provide  milk 
free,  or  at  less  than  cost,  to  suitable  cases  of 
nursing  mothers  and  children  ; hut  there  has 
been  no  application  for  it  during  the  year. 

(b)  Other  Foods.— Most  of  the  other  foods 
are  brought  from  the  neighbouring  district 
of  Holmfirth,  whose  food  supply  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory  during  the  year.  There  is 
no  slaughter-house,  bakehouse  or  public  abat- 
toir, and  no  meat  has  been  found  tuberculous 
or  otherwise  unfit  ifor  'human  consumption. 
There  have  been  no  cases  of  food-poisoning  i'i 
the  district  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  Grade  A.  Pasteurised,  or  any- 
thing hut  the  ordinary  milk  in  the  district- 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  ordinary  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 
occurred  during  the  year,  the  only  case  noti- 
fied being  a young  girl,  age  15  years,  with 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Spine,  etc.  This  ease  is 
now  in  a Sanatorium. 
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5— SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSINC 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — Where  residents  can  afford  it, 
there  is  usually  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
trained  nurses  .from  the  neighbouring 
towns  of  Huddersfield,  Leeds,  etc.  There 
is  no  District  Nurse  available  for  the  area. 

(b)  Foi  Infectious  Cases.  — Where  a private 
nurse  is  not  for  any  reason  available,  the 
only  nursing  infectious  eases  (e.g., 
measles)  could  have  would  be  by  a nurse 
scift  by  the  County  Council  Medical  Offi- 
cer of  Health.  Such  nurse  has  been  nr o- 
vided  in  a neighbouring  district,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  one  would  be  available  for 
Holme  should  necessity  arise. 

Uidwives 

There  are  no  registered  Midwives  practising 
in  the  district- 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  cases  are  received  at  'the  Holme 
Valley  Memorial  Hospital,  necessitous  cases 
being  paid  for  by  tht  West  Riding  Countv 
Council.  There  are  no  Child  Welfare  or  Day 
Nurseries  in  the  district.  School  Clinics, 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  arc  under 
taken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — Sanatorium  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the  various 
West  Riding  County  Council  Sanatoria. 

(2)  Maternity  oases  are  received  into  the 
Holme  Valley  Memorial  Hospital. 

(3)  There  is  no  special  Children’s  Hospital. 
They  are  treated  in  the  General  Hospitals  of 
the  district,  which  arc  supported  by  volun 
tary  contributions- 

(4)  Fever  cases  are  treated  in  the  Colne 
and  Holme  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at 
Meltham. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  from  the  Colne  and 
Holme  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

(b)  For  accident  and  non-infcctious  cases, 
a Horse  Ambulance  is  kept  at  Holm- 
firth, and  is  available  for  such  eases. 


6-LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examina 
lions  are  carried  out  at  the  County  Council 
Laboratories  at  Wakefield. 
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The  undermentioned  is  a list  of  the  Adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc.,  in  force 
in  the  District. 

Local  Bye-Laws  wore  made  by  t lie  ll  dme 
Urban  District  Council  on  Sept.  6th, 
and  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  Sept.  25th,  1902. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK 
PLACES. 

There  are  no  Factories  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict of  Holme;  but  during  1925  eleven  in- 
spections of  the  two  Workshops  have  been 
made  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  is  no 
want  of  cleanliness  or  ventilation,  and  sani- 
tation is  satisfactory. 


7— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 

To  Dr.  Jly.  W.  Williams. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir, — 

I herewith  furnish  statement  of  Sanitary 


Work  done,  coming  under  my  notice  and 
supervision  during  1925  : — 

Total  inspections  from  all  sources  217 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Regulations  : 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1925  ...  37 

No.  of  Cowsheds  in  district  28 

Nuisances  : 

No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1925  9 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  dining  1925  9 

No.  in  hand  close  of  1924  0 

No.  in  hand  close  of  1925  9 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1925.  93 

No.  of  yards  Main  Sewer  Extensions  dur- 
ing 1925,  approximately  250 

M ater  Main  Extensions  during  1925  (J 

Closet  Accommodation  : 

No.  of  covered  earth  orivies  at  close 

of  1925  ' ...  ...  51 

No.  of  water  closets  provided  during 

1925  8 

No.  of  water  closets  at  close  of  1925  ...  35 


Scavenging — There  lias  been  no  change  in 
system  during  1925. 

I am.  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
SAM  BRAY. 

8 -PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council 
consist  of  a part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  a part-time  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Scavengers  are  detailed  j«>  such  duties  as  arc 
required  by  the  Surveyor. 
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9-HOUSING. 

I -GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN 
I 1110  DISTRICT. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions.  Holme, 
consisting  as  it  does  of  an  extremely  respec- 
table class  of  the  community,  the  condition  of 
the  bouses  is  very  much  above  the  average 
for  this  part  of  Yorkshire;  many  of  them  are 
occupied  by  | lie  owners,  and  this  tends  also 
to  the  keeping  of  the  property  in  better  repair. 
On  account  of  its  exposed  situation  (altitude 
approximately  1,000ft.).  its  isolated  position 
(more  than  three  miles  from  a railway  sta- 
tion), and  there  being  no  sources  of  employ- 
ment in  the  area,.  Holme  is  not  a suitable 
place  for  everyone,  and  in  the  past  the  popu- 
lation has  gradually  decreased,  people  prel'cr- 
ing  to  live  nearer  their  work  and  amusements. 
However,  by  dint  of  persuasion  in  the  form 
of  cheap  rents,  and  the  extreme  shortage  ol 
houses  further  down  the  valley,  all  previously 
empty  habitable  houses  are  now  occupied, 
either  by  people  using  them  until  they  can  get 
accommodation  elsewhere  more  suitable  to 
their  requirements,  or  as  summer  health  re- 
sorts. 1 think  that  the  Council  ought  not  jo 
he  misled  by  the  exceptional  conditions,  as 
on  enquiries  I find  that  several  of  the  present 
inhabitants  intend  to  remove  as  soon  as  they 
can,  and  undoubtedly  there  are  many  houses 
occupied  in  adjacent  areas  which  would  be 
considered  uninhabitable  in  Holme. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  of  houses:  Ap- 
proximately none.  (b)  Measures  taken  or 
contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage : None. 

OVERCROWDING. 

(1) 7  Extent:  None. 

(2)  Causes  : None. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal 
with  overcrowding:  None. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt 
with  during  the  year  : Action  taken,  none- 

III.— FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the 

district:  for  the  most  part,  good.  (b) 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to 
exist  in  unfit  houses:  Want  of  repair;  some 
with  insufficient  closet  accommodation. 

(2)  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  bouses 
under  (a)  the  Public  Health  Acts:  None. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness, 
special  measures  taken,  and  any  suggestions 
in  the  matter  : Want,  of  labour  and  scarcity 
and  high  prices  of  material. 

(4)  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  hous- 
ing, as  regards  water  -supply,  closet  accommo- 
dation and  refuse  disposal,  together  with 
measures  taken  during  the  --car  in  these  mat- 
ters : Water  supply  is  efficient,  as  there  arc 
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many  private  supplies  in  addition  to  the 
Council's  system,  which  is  connected  to  94 
out  oi  t lie  104  houses.  Closet  accommodation 
requires  careful  consideration  in  view  of  the 
endemic  typhoid  which  has  been  present  for 
years.  The  disposal  of  refuse  may  he  con- 
sidered satisfactory  for  the  needs  and  size  of 
the  district- 

IV. — Unhealthy  Areas:  None. 

\ . — live-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc. : None. 


L.  General. 

(11  Estimated  Population  301 

(2)  General  Death-rate  Nil 

(3)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis Nil 

(4)  Infant  Mortality  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all 

classes  104 

(0)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling 

houses 103 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  dwelling 

houses  erected  S 


II.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(1)  Inspections: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  bouses 

inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  76 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations,  1910  70 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found 

to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
lor  human  habitation  18 

(41  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclu- 
sive of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  21 

(11.)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice* 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its 
officers  1 

(III.)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act, 
1919 : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs - 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

<>l  which  closing  orders  became  opera- 
tive in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
oi  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied— 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  Nil 


(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.. 
Act,  1900:— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 
a view  to  the  making  of  closing 


orders  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  dwelling  houses  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  NT 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 


HI.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a view  to  improvement  schemes 
under  (a)  Part  I-  or  (b)  Pait  II.,  of 
the  Act  of  1890  Nil 

IV. — Number  of  houses  not  complying 
with  the  building  bye-laws  erected 
with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under 
Section  2-5  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  Nil 

V. — Staff  engaged  on  Housing  "Work  with, 
briefly,  the  duties  of  each  officer. — Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
both  of  whom  arc  part-time  officials.  Their 
duties  consist  in  carrying  out  inspections,  con- 
veying instructions  and  informal  notices  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  reporting  defects  and 
nuisances  to  the  Local  Authority. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Holme  Urban  District 


Appendix  I. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,464  acres 

Population  at . Census  1921  — 448  ...  Now  estimated— 361 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  Separate  Families  or  Occupiers  (1921)  ...  100 

Rateable  Value  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  £T,497 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £6  4s.  9d. 


Appendix  JI. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total.  M.  F.  | Per  1,00 

BIRTHS — Legitimate  ...  8 4 4 1 Birth  Hate  22'47 

Illegitimate  ...  0 0 0) 

DEATHS  ...  ...  0 0 0 Death  Rate  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 


Fiom  Sepsis  ..  0.  From  other  causes  ..  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age;  ...  0 


